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Dear Brethren and Sisters in Christ: 


During recent years our country and our Church 
have unde all sorts of difficulties and hardships. 
Such experiences compel us to re-evaluate and restate 
our faith and responsibilities as follows: 

We firmly believe that no matter how violent and 
adverse social changes and events in human life may 
be, the Spirit of God is always moving in the universe 
and life and is guiding man in his onward march. 

The Christian doctrine and spirit of love and equal- 
ity have in the past led man to abolish slavery. In a 
similar way we believe that man is led by the same 
spirit to a realization that international aggression and 
acts of warfare are incompatible with this spirit. We 
have witnessed in the past few vears the establishment 
of a League of Nations, the World Court and the Kel- 
logg Peace Pact. We see in all these God's guiding hand. 


Unfortunately, in a world whee peace is already 
dawning, copying the outworn methods of pre-war im- 
perialistic nations and taking advantage of the fact that 
the and American powers are preoccupied with 
their own problems, the Japanese militarists have in re- 
cent years indulged in insatiable ression upon China 
thus disturbing the peace in the Far East and in the 
world and hindering social progress. In face of this 
we cannot but express our deep regret and condemnation. 


At the same time we feel that civil strife constitutes 
an important factor in our present national crisis. 
Mencius says: “a must have first humiliated 
himself before he is humiliated by another”. Without the 
repeated civil wars during the last twenty years, the 
situation since September 18 would probably not obtain. 
Therefore we cannot help expressing at the same time 
our deep disappointment in those militarists who have 
continued to cause so much suffering to our people. In 
addition we feel that selfishness on the part of our 
leaders and general indifference towards national affairs 
on the part of our people also constitute a fundamental 
cause of our national crisis. 


Furthermore we Christians are not entirely free 
from blame with respect to bringing about and pro- 
longing the national crisis, because Christians 
should be the light of the world and the salt of the earth. 
Though Chinese Christians are numerically weak, yet 
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quite a few occupy positions of leadership both in the 
government and among the people. These Christians 
have many opportunities to make significant contributions 
towards the betterment of international life and the 
creation of a new nation and society. But, as a matter 
of fact, what has been accomplished along these lines is 
very limited. We Christians should therefore reverent- 
ly bow before God confessing our sins and seeking His 
guidance. 

We believe that our first task as Christians is so 
entirely to Christianize our own lives that no matter 
where we find ourselves—in home, school, church 
factory, shop, or rural community—we may be able to 
express the Christian spirit of service and sacrifice. It 
is important to bear witness to the Truth by word. It 
is more important to do so by deed. 


We should, of course, make due effort and contribute 
our share towards the task of building a new nation 
and a new world. Many people's organizations have 
in recent years made considerable advance, each accord- 
ing to the principles which it stands for. Christianity 
has a long history and has made its contribution towards 
the modernization of China. We, therefore, should not 
unduly belittle ourselves. We should from now on take 
new courage and pool our resources in order to ac- 
complish the big task which lies before us. 


To establish a new nation and society is of course 
not an casy task but in recent years successful ex- 
wig have been going on in places such as Ting- 
sien, Chouping, and Hsiaochuang, which serve to furnish 
guiding principles and methods. We feel that hence- 
forth Christian churches and Christians no matter where 
they are, in cities or rural districts, should conduct local 
experiments for the Christianizing of society. Such ex- 
periments, if extensive enough when accumulated, 
will in time produce a more adequate program for the 
Christian reconstruction of society. 


As to whether Christians at the time of national 
crisis should participate in war, a question “which un⸗ 
doubtedly is causing a great deal of heart searching to 
many a Christian” we refrain from making any dogmatic 
statement one way or the other. This is a very grave 
question about which no one is able to lay down a fixed 
rule. Each individual should earnestly seek God's 
guidance and follow the course which satisfies his own 
conscience. 


According to the explicit teaching of Jesus, how- 
ever, the psychology of hatred and revenge and acts of 
warfare and slaughter can never fundamentally solve 
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problems of human society. It is in the spirit of Chris- 
tian love that the N.C.C. has in the past passed resolu- 
tions upholding the Kellogg Peace Pact. We firmly be- 
lieve that genuine Christians throughout the world, with 
one Lord, one faith and one hope, will in spite of and 
in the midst of times of stress and strain, continuc 
their spiritual fellowship in the love of the Lord and we 
firmly believe that by persisting in this spirit of Christian 
fellowship even international relations may be Christian- 
ized. 
May God's peace and power be with you all. 

Biennial Meeting of the National Christian Council 


The ninth meeting of the National Christian Coun- 
cil was held from May 3rd to t1th in Sungkiang, twenty- 
five miles out of Shanghai, in premises kindly placed at 
the Council's disposal by the Southern Methodist mission. 
This proved an ideal place for the meeting. Sungkiang 
is situated on the Shanghai-Hangchow-Ningpo Railway 
and has recently been linked to Shanghai by a new motor 
road. There has for a long time been an urgent need 
for some center easily accessible from Shanghai where 
meetings of this kind may be held. None has, however, 
been available until the depression necessitated the closing 
down of two of the schools of the mission. The local 
missionaries, desiring to see the buildings used, have 
been placing them most generously at the service of 
different organizations for gatherings of various kinds. 

Owing to a variety of causes, a number of delegates 
were unable to attend the meeting. One main dithculty 
was the conflict of dates between the NCC and other 
gatherings. It has not always proved possible to avoid 
this, though there is a growing tendency to give the NCC 
biennial meetings right of way. The total number of 
elected delegates was 59, representing 12 churches and 7 
national organizations. Coopted members at the meeting 
were only In addition were 1 fraternal delegate, 17 
visitors and 9 secretaries of the Council, making a total 
attendance of 94. The delegates came from 14 provinces, 
including those as remote as Kwangtung, Manchuria and 
Szechwan. Forty-one voting delegates were Chinese and 
26 were missionaries. There were only seven women. 
The latter, though not as numerous proportionately as 
in some former meetings, took a prominent part in the 
meeting. Pres. Yi-fang Wu, of Ginling College, served 
throughout the meeting as a most efficient chairman for 
the business committee and shared the task of presiding 
at the sessions of the Council with the other vice-chair- 
man of the Council, Dr. R. V. La. 


The opening sessions were presided over by the 
retiring chairman of the Council, Bishop C. P. Wang, 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. For some time past, 
Bishop Wang has been in poor health. He was unable 
to stay through the meeting. The Council was fortunate 
in having him present, even if only for part time. 

It was a source of deep satisfaction to everyone 
that Dr. C. Y. Cheng was able to attend the meeting, 
especially in view of the fact that he had been obliged 
to spend some time in hospital just before the meeting. 
Except for this temporary set back, he has recently been 
in better health, although still allowed by his physician 
to do only approximately half time work. 
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Invitations were sent this year as usual to the NCCs 
vi Japan, Korea and the Philippine Islands. Ihe follow- 
ing message of greeting was received from Japan during 
the meeting: Japan Christian Council extends earnest 
greetings. Our prayers join yours for peace between our 
countries. We wish vour conference every success.” 
Miss F. L. Appel was present during part of the meeting, 
representing the NCC of the Philippine Islands. 


The present crisis 


Meeting under the present critical conditions, it was 
natural that tne Executive Committee chose as the theme 
of the meeting: “The Crisis in the Nation and in the 
Christian Movement”. However much one may ordi- 
narily shrink from the use of Ahe word “crisis”, its use 
was felt to be fully justified now, because of condi- 
tions in China and abroad. The Chinese term for crisis 
(wei-chi) is more expressive than the English. It is 
composed of the two words “danger” aud “opportunity”. 
While the dangers inherent in the situation and the 
changes taking place in the missionary world were more 
clearly grasped as the meeting the dominant 
note of the mecting was one of hopefulness. Back of 
the chairman's desk, in large Chinese characters, were 
the words: “Let obstacles be stepping stones, not stumb- 
ling blocks”. Another read: “Extraordinary crisis- 
— Elsewhere on 

ve walls hung Carey's call: “Expect t things from 
God; attempt great things for God.” a 

After an opening address by the General Secretary, 
the first day was given over to consideration of the crisis 
in the nation’s life. The Council divided itself into four 
sections, so as to afford an opportunity for a larger 
number to take part, and to seve the use in the same 
meeting of two languages; an unfortunate, but at present, 
still unavoidable, necessity in the general meetings. 
owing to the wide variations of the dii.crent dialects 

en and in the pronunciation of the tational 

chairmen of these sectional meetings reported back 
to the general meeting through one of their number the 
outcome of the discussions. These were later incor- 
rated in the Messaee to the Churches”, which appears 
at the beginning of this issue of the Bulletin. 

In discussion of the present crisis in the missionary 
situation, a similar procedure was followed. By special 
request, Bishop John Gowdy, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, placed before the Council the situation confront- 
ing the Board of Foreign Missions of his own church. 
His frank sharing of the Board's difficulties led many to 
realize for the first time how reallv serious the financial 
situation abroad is. It was recognized that much Chris- 
tian work will inevitably have to close down in China 
unless Chinese Christians are able and willing to assume 
a far larger measure of financial responsibility for carry- 
ing it on. 

Appointment of Commission 

The discussions led the Council to take two steps. 
In the first place, it led them to draft a latter to the 
Missionarv Societies carrying on work in China, assuring 
them of the Council’s recognition of their difficulties and 
its desire to assist them in every way possible. (This 
is published elsewhere in this issue.) 
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In the second place, it led to the appointment of a 
Special Commission on t’rogram and Cooperation. The 


terms of refcrence were defined as follows: 

1. The dutles of the Commission shell be: To collect 
from the member organizations of the NCC full information 
as to their present situation and policies already adopted or 
contemplated; and, after collating these, to arrange confer- 
ences thereon in order that future actions 2 in 
mutual consultation and an understanding of principles 
— which each organization is acting with a view to discover- 
ng 

(1.) — way of carrying out inevitable retrench- 


ments; 
(2.) The most promising way of re-organizing the work 
concerned; and 


(3.) Securing the maximum results from the coopera- 

tive use of their combined resources. 

To request the Foreign Missions Boards concerned to 
keep the commission informed of — policies before 
they are put into operation, U possible. 

To Be a comprehensive statement of the objectives 
of the Christian movement in China, and of the program and 
methods by which those objectives are to be reached. 

2. The commission shall be free from time to time to 
offer suggestions through the Executive Committee of the 
NCC where it has reason to believe that such suggestions will 
be welcomed. 

J. The NCC shall set aside or secure a or 
secretaries whose major time shall be given to the work of 
the commission. 

4. 80 far as possible, the cost of the commission shall 
be borne by the member organizations. The NCC shall endeav- 
our to secure any additional funds necessary. 


The members of the Commission, appointed at a 
meeting of the Ad Interim Committee on May 16th, are 
named below. The Commission is left free to add to its 
numbers. 

Rev. C. V. D. D., Convener, Rev. Earle H. Ballou, 
Mr. E. E. Barnett, T. C. Bau, D. D., Rev. T. C. Brown, 
Rt. Rev. John Curtis, D. D., Rev. J. W. Decker, D. D., Mr. 
g. C. Leung, Rev. Handel Lee, D. D., Pres. Herman Liu, Ph. 
D., Rev. E. C. Lobenstine, Rev. R. V. Lo, Ph. D., Mr. C. 8. 
Miao, Ph. D., Rev. C. E. Patton, D. D., Rev. Frank Price, 
Rev. H. B. Rattenbury, Rt. Rev. I. H. Roots, D. D., Mr. 
R. T. Shields, M. D., . J. Leighton Stuart, D. D., Miss 
&. C. Ting, Mr. Archie T. I. Teen, Pres. Francis C. M. Wei, 
Ph. D., Bishop Herbert Welch, D. D., Pres. Yi-fang Wu, 
Ph. D., Pres. V. C. Yang, Ph. D. 


In addition, regional committees will be appointed as 
promptly as possible. 
Evangelism and Christian Nurture 


Great interest was manifested at the meeting in the 
Five Year Movement. This Movement has been proceed- 
ing quictly along the lines of emphasis agreed upon in 
1929 and 1931, at previous biennial meetings. The most 
important single contribution of the NCC to what are 
commonly looked upon as the more directly “evangelistic” 
aspects of the Five Year Movement was the invitation to 
Dr. Stanley Jones to come to China and the arrange- 
ments made for his program while in this country. In 
China, as elsewhere, Dr. Jones’ messages were much 
appreciated and proved exceedingly helpful to many. In 
more than one of the cities visited, they tended to bring 
together groups of Christians who, under the leadership 
of evangelists of a different type, had become critical of 
their fellow Christians and in some cases estranged from 
them. 

At the meeting of the Committee of the International 
Missionary Council at Herrnhut, July 1932, attention 
was Called to the fact that 
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“The situation throughout the world....is an urgent 
call to a bolder and more convincing presentation of the 
Christian message. The world is in desperate need of re- 
generation. we | calls men to a complete conversion 
of mind and a radically new life. We desire to call the 
churches and missions to immediate cooperation in a more 
earnest evangelistic endeavour. Our aim is the personal 
conversion of men to a new life in Christ, to complete sur- 
render to God, and to new relations of love with their fellow 
men. From a true conversion of heart and mind there must 
follow a new discernment of ways of living that are in ac- 
cordance with the mind of Christ, and a new determination 
to wage war on the evils of society and to redress the wrongs 
of the world.” 


The NCCs were accordingly “encouraged to under- 
take a fresh study of the methods of evangelism best 
suited for reaching different classes of people” and the 
officers of the IMC instructed to include among their 
major tasks the coordination of such studies. In addition 
to the above, Dr. J. HI. Oldham is continuing his endcav- 
our “to enlist the help of the best Christian minds in the 
world mission of Christianity, with a view to a more 
direct and effective attack on non-Christian principles of 
thought and action in the modern world”. 


These actions of the IMC led the NCC early in 
this year to appoint a Commission on Evangelism and 
Christian Nurture. The Commission presented a report 
at the biennial meeting. Copies of this are available 
in English and in Chinese and may be secured from the 
NCC office. Shortness of time made any full considera- 
tion of the report at the mecting impossible. It is hoped, 
however, that it may prove a helpful contribution toward 
the continued study of this central task of Christian 
missions. That it is only a beginning, the members of 
the Commission would be the first to recognize. 


The Council passed the following recommendations 
on this subject: 


1. We believe that our evangelistic aim should be di- 
rected towards all periods and areas of man's life, towards 
children, young people and adults, in the church, the school, 
the home and the community; that the principles and methods 
of education should be applied more effectively to our evangel- 
istic work; and that full advantage should be taken of the 
existing machinery of the National Committee for Christian 
Religious Education in China, the Home Committee and the 
Rural Life Committee of the National Christian Council. 

2. Special emphasis should be put upon three aspects 
of our work in these days, namely 

(a) work with youth, especially youth in the church 

(b) the rural work of the church 

(c) Christianizing the home. 

3. We believe that the content of our evangelistic mess- 
age should be Jesus Christ and that men should be brought to 
Him as the Living Master and Saviour Who is concerned 
with the present day world of man and nations. 

4. In view of the serious and tragic failures of a world 
that desperately needs Christ and in view of the special em- 
phasis which we desire to put upon evangelistic work with 
youth, we recommend that the Executive Committee take 
appropriate steps to set up a commission to formulate a 
Christian social program for China. This program when for- 
mulated shall be by way of suggestion to guide the thought 
and action of those who long to know in more practical 
terms the will of God for our common life and how they may 
give themselves to the service of God’s Kingdom. 

5. It is our conviction that no evangelism however skill- 
ful and well organised can succeed unless there be a real 
and deepening Christian experience in the leaders of the 
Church. We believe it to be of supreme importance that the 
lay members of the Church as well as the pastors should 
enter into such an experience as will make them evangelists 
by life and word. 
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6. As means by which both pastors and laymen may 
receive fresh inspiration and a new vision of how to do 
educational evangelism, we suggest the development of three 
things—fellowship in small groups, team evangelism and 
training institutes. 

The readers of the Bulletin have been kept informed 
of the progress being made in the preparation of Bible 
study courses by members of the National Committee for 
Christian Religious Education. This new Committee 
was organized in July, 1931, and has already amply justi- 
fied its existence. Composed as it is of the officially ap- 

inted workers of different churches and institutions 
it has brought together workers especially responsible for 
the religicus education programs of different churches 
and missions. The literature being prepared ts the result 
of the actual teaching of different age groups and should 
prove useful. It should be widely used as soon as ready. 
An extensive program, covering the preparation of new 
courses during the next few years has been drawn up. 
The stencilled report of the committee may be had upon 
application to the office of the Council. 


The Five Year Movement 


In discussing the Five Year Movement, several points 
stood out: 

1. That many churches have been dcfinitely helped 
by the Movement during the past few years. The Move- 
ment has brought fresh hope to many groups of Christians 
who were discouraged and on the defensive as a result 
of the difficult years following 1925. The ee „ 
double the membership of the churches, within th ve 
Year period one of the two main objectives of the ove- 
ment, called attention to the necessity of revising the 
church rolls. Accurate knowledge of the combined mem- 
bership of the Protestant churches at the beginning 6 
the Five Year period—January 1, 1930, is not obtainable. 
It is hoped that one of the by-products of the Five Year 
Movement will be the more accurate keeping of such 
records as the church needs to understand itself and its 
work. 


2. The Movement has led very definitely to an 
evangelistic advance and to a new interest in the applica- 
tion of the Christian gospel to varied aspects of human 
life. Reports are ample to justify the statement that 
in many churches and sections of China there has been 
definite improvement in increased cfforts being given to 
strengthening the Bible teaching and religious education 
given ; in recognizing the central importance of the home 
as an agency in developing Christian life, and the need 
of helping mothers in the difficult task of bringing up 
their children in the midst of a rapidly changing social 
order; in calling attention to the wider mission of 
Christianity to the whole of life; and in seeking through 
rural service unions and in other ways to interpret the 
Christian mission to rural communities; in recognizing 
the fundamental importance of the Christian church, 
discovering among other things how it can best serve the 
needs of youth and afford them an opportunity of worth- 
while service; and further, in grappling with vitally im- 
portant social economic problems, both in cities and in the 
country. 

The following statement, which grew out of the dis- 
cussion of a special committee of the Biennial meeting, 
was received and its recommendations were adopted. 
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1. The National Christian Council has rendered valu- 
able service to its constituency: | 

By broadening the conception of the work of the Church 
so as to include both the presentation of the Christian mes- 
sace to individuals and its application to society. 

By furnishing Christian workers of different field and 
church groups the opportunity of interchanging ideas and 
experiences through the meetings of the uncil and its 
committees and through conferences promoted by them. 

By bringing encouragement to the church in time of 
distress and giving it guidance in time of perplexity through 
the Five Year Movement. 

By the preparation and distribution of printed matter 
suitable for use of Christian workers in carrying out the 
program of the Five Year Movement. 

By the visits of the secretaries of the Council to its 
constituency. 

By securing the services of such leaders as Dr. Butter- 
field, Dr. Corley, and Dr. Jones. 

2. The Council can increase the efficiency of its service 

By increasing the visits made by the secretaries. Es- 
pecially should consideration be given to those districts as 
yet unvisited by them. 


By the preparation of a simplified and correlated program 


of work suited to the needs of the local church. 

By publishing in pamphiets or in the China for Christ 
Bulletin reports of work successfully done by such local 
churches. 

By simplifying the statistical blanks, questionnaires and 
reports sent out by the Council. 

J. It is recommended: 

That members of the Council report to those whom they 
represent and urge them to increase effort in order to reach 
the goal of the Five Year Movement during the year and 
A half left of the five year period set for its attainment. 

That, in addition to the use of the natural method of 
reaching local churches through its member organizations, 
the Council should encourage the formation of organizations, 
city or district, such as the North China Rural Service 
Union, which are formed to carry out some definite pro- 
gram. The Council should assist these organizations in every 
way possible. 

That the Council assist a few local churches to plan and 
carry out a model program of work in order to demonstrate 
what can be done in an ordinary parish without outside aid 
in funds or staff. 

That Five Year Movement Conferences be held in at 
least three well selected secondary cities each year and that 
two or more secretaries of the Council be present at each of 
these conferences. 


That the member organizations of the Council respond 
as far as possible to the call of the Council for short-term 
workers allocated with salary to special types of work, es- 
pecially in connection with the Five Year Movement. 


Rural Work 


The rural committee reported a most successful in- 
stitute held from April 7th to 20th in Tinghsien. One 
hundred and eighty delegates from all parts of China 
met there for two weeks. learning what they could from 
Dr. James Yen and his colleagues of their aims, the meth- 
ods followed and the results thus far attained through 
their intensive studies and experiments. The delegates 
then returned to their home fields, inspired by what they 
had seen and determined to endeavour to translate into 
action what they had learned. The Conference was all 
the more significant in that the delegates paid all of their 


own expenses except those connected with the travel of 
NCC secretaries. 


The institute afforded very definite proof of the 
growing interest in the conception of the Church’s rural 
task as sect forth at the Jerusalem meeting of the IMC 
and carried forward by Dr. Butterfield and the Rural 
Committee of the NCC. On the basis of the report of 


a 
: 


this meeting and of other work done during the past 
two years, the standing Committee on Christianizing 
Rural Life brought forward the following recommenda- 
tions, which were adopted. It will be noted that it is 
proposed to change the name of this committee to the 
NCC Rural Life Committee. 


1. In view of the fact that mass education has been 
proved the best foundation for religious education as well 
as the best starting point for a more comprehensive church 
program of rural service; and, in view of the fact that more 
recent experience has simplified and made more effective the 
methods and tools of mass education: that the Council urge 
all its contituent member churches to 1 — literacy work 
as one of the church's major tasks by making adequate pro- 
vision in personnel and finance for its prosecution. 

2. t the Council urge each of its constituent member 
churches to experiment in at least one rural community 
parish, and to help its rural workers to obtain specialized 
training to enable them to meet more adequately the demands 
of the rural ministry. 

J. That, in view of the need of expert help from out- 
side, the Council urge all churches and Christian institu- 
tions in a given area to cooperate with one another in “pool- 
ing their “expert” personnel for the service of all the 
rural parishes in the a through the formation of a rural 
service union, such as North China Christian Rural 
Service Union. It is hoped that these may be developed in 
Fukien, Kwangtung, East, Central and West China in the 
near future. (The report of the North China Rural Service 
Union and the constitution of the Union may be secured from 
the NCC office. 

4. That, where a rural service union is not 
possible, the Council urge the mission stations with their re- 
sources in leadership and equipment, to rencer this special- 
ized help to the rural | 

5. That the standing committee of the Council dealing 
with rural problems be organized under the name of the 
- os Rural Life Committee; and that its membership consist 


(a) Representative of regional rural service unions. 

(b) Representatives of the more important institutions 

in the training of rural leaders, and 

(e) Representatives chosen at large by the Executive 

Committee of the NCC. 

Some progress in overcoming illiteracy in the Chris- 
tian churches has been made. It was reported that at 
least 100,000 were known to have been enrolled in literacy 
classes during this period. No evidence was, however, 
forthcoming to show that the churches generally have 
really set their faces steadfastly to wipe out illiteracy 
from their midst, nor that many of them have taken 
seriously the recommendation of the NCC Executive 
Committee in the autumn of 1931 in urging that here- 
after no illiterate candidates under 45 years of age be 
admitted to the church without the latter first making a 
definite effort to enroll them in literacy classes and to 
teach them to read. It is still not sufficiently recognized 
that strong virile churches cannot be built by depending 
upon an illiterate Christian membership. Illiteracy mighi 
have been overcome to a far larger extent within the 
Five Year period had the different Christian church 
bodies set themselves energetically to the task. It is not 
too late to do a great deal between now and December 


31, 1934. 
Work of Home Committee 


The Home Committee was able to report really 
substantial progress during the past two years. It is 
fair to say that much more attention and thought is being 
given to the problem of reaching the nome and especially 
the mothers in the homes as an essential prerequisite 


[5] 


June 12, 1033 


to any great advance either in the quantity or the quality 
of the Christian life. A good deal of useful education 
has been carried on primarily through the annual observ- 
ance of Home Week. 


The Council received the following reports and 
passed on to the incoming Executive Committee recom- 
mendations contained in those for the consideration of 
which there was no time at the meeting: 

The Executive Committee, The Standing Committee on 
Evangelism, Christianizing the Home, Christianizing Rural 
Life, Christianizing International Relations, Christianizing 
Economic Life, Church and Youth, Missions Building, 

The National Committee for Christian Religious Educa- 
tion 

The two special Commissions on Evangelism and Chris- 
tian Nurture, and on Cooperation. 

Committee on Stewardship 


The Five Year Movement had included in its pro- 
gram a Committee on Stewardship. This Comzittee did 
good work during the year Miss Ortha Lane was on the 
staff of the Council, but has not functioned actively since. 
In view of the immediate importance of the Churches 
facing the situation created for them by the decreased 
incomes of the mission boards, it was decided to re- 
appoint a Standing Committee on Stewardship, and to 
endcavour to secure a full time secretary tor its work. 
The program and work of the Committce was outlined 
as follows: 


1. That the program of stewardship include five em- 
phases, on Prayer; Time; Money; Life; and Parenthood. 

2. That the program of stewardship be brought to the 
attention of all Christians aside from specific appeals for 
funds, as a part of their regular education, as a spiritual 
matter which should have study of this question. 

J. That this committee arrange for the preparation 
of material for study groups on stewardship. 

4. That this committee study the advisability of re- 
viving or creating a Student Volunteer Movement to stimu- 


late stewardship of life. 
5. That the NCC ask its constituent churches to set 


up committees for the study and promotion of stewardship. 


Finances of the Council 


Thanks to the hearty response of friends and 
churches to the appeals in the Chinese and English 
Bulletins of the N.C.C., sufficient new funds were con- 
tributed to pay all accounts for the year ending March 
31, 1933. Nearly two hundred such gifts were received, 
some of these representing a score or more of donors. 
By the exercise of rigid economy, it was possible to cut 
the expenses from the budget of $81,774.00 to 
$7 3,746.00 or nine per cent. The balance carried forward 
to the new year in the general account is $192.70. 


In view of further decreases in appropriations 
already notified by missionary societies, it will be 
necessary to secure even more numerous and more 
generous gifts in China during the coming twelve 
months if this budget is to be made effective. 


Perhaps because the Council had faced very de- 
finitely some of the implications of the economic crisis 
in China and abroad, and because more attention had 
been given to securing gifts in China than in former 
years, less time than customary was devoted to the pre- 
sentation of the financial reports for 1931-32 and 1932-33 
and the consideration of the budget for 1933-34. For 
purposes of comparison these are given below. 
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Receipts 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 
Balance April 1 20 55 $ 1,852 $ 296 $ 193 
From Mission organizations 36,674 29,806 26,9656 
Missions Building 5 0 30,000 30,000 30,000 
National organisations 750 760 760 
Friends in U.S.A. 2,696 2,264 2,260 
Gifts in China 1.581 7,839 11,000 
Interest, ete. 2,093 2,993 1,500 

$74,596 $73,938 $72,668 
Chinese Staff „„ $24,227 25,012 
Foreign Staff 19,368 26,096 23.476 
Office Expenses .. .. «8 10,789 9,409 10,000 
Publications and Library .. .. .. 6,117 4,060 6,000 
Council Meetings 9% 0650 68 see 6,267 6,364 2,000 
2,974 2,489 2,000 
Standing Committees 142 961 3.000 
Contingencies 68 893 1,649 1,600 
International Miss. Council oe «666 600 500 500 


296 193 171 
$74,596 $73,938 $72,658 


The Five Year Movement has required sums for new 
projects supplementary to the regular budget. The 
Council has been very fortunate in the rate of exchange 
realized from the remittances from Dr. John R. Mott in 
fulhiment of his promises of financial support made at 
Hangchow in 1929. These have all come at favorable 
times, and the pledge for the entire period of five years 
has been fully paid during the first three years, so that 
is hoped that the balance carried forward will meet the 
anticipated requirements until the end of the five year 
period ( Dec. 31, 1934). The salaries of three secretaries 
and one writer and the cost of much special promotional 
work has been borne by the Five Year Movement fund, 
which has made possible the increased visitation and 
much other service of the NCC from 1930 onward. 


New Officers and Executive Elected 
Officers: 


Chairman: Dr. R. Y. Le. 


Vice Chairmen: Dr. Yi-fang Wu and Rt. Rev. John Curtis. 
Treasurer: Mr. L. T. Chen. 


Honorary Secretary: Rt. Rev. L. H. Roots. 
Exccutwe Committee: 


Lee, Mr. 
J. McMu 


. La, 
8 


Miss Gertrude ‘ 
Kai-ming, Bishop Herbe 


Yi-fang, Dr. Y. Yang, Rev. Yee Hsing-lin. 


Message to the Cooperating Mission Boards 
in Europe and America 


(From N.C.C. Biennial Meeting) 


We have heard with deep sympathy of the difficulties 
and anxieties in which you are involved as a result of 
the present economic depression. Our common suffering 
at this time brings home to our minds afresh the unity 
of mankind. We realize something of the burden that 
the last few years have meant for in continuing 
the help that you give to the Church in China, 
and we would express our gratitude for that help 
and our keen appreciation of the sacrificial love which 
prompts your «ving. In the midst of our own distress 
and our critical national situation, we feel more deeply 
than ever the spiritual value of Christian fellowship and 
friendship as a sustaining power. Our common dif- 
ficulties draw us closer together and we face them in 


the confidence that we have your earnest prayers and 


full sympathy. 

We look upon the present crisis as being both “a 
danger and an opportunity” (the Chinese term for ‘crisis’ 
means just this). It is a call to self-examination, to re- 
organization, perhaps on simpler lines, as it must mean 
for many of us the simplification of our individual lives. 
We see no reason for depression of spirit; while we 
frankly face the dangers of the situation, we are more 
than ever conscious of the soul-stirring opportunities 
that God has placed before us. Moreover, God has 
given many clear manifestations of His presence among 
us in these latter days. We know that He is calling us 
to go forward with a brave heart and are confident that 
He will give His Church grace to assume the larger 
responsibility that the present situation is pressing upon 
us. 


Crisis a Call to Advance. 

Conditions in China make it hard for the Church 
to take up new financial burdens. We also are serious- 
ly affected by the trade depression; furthermore, Japan's 
policy of ion makes heavy demands on Christian 
patriots. The unsettled conditions in some parts of the 
country, due to the many political and social changes 
that are taking place, are an added drain on the Church's 
resources; while the very suddenness of the impact of 
the new demands on us, due to your financial crisis, 
intensifies that strain. But we are confident that the 
Chinese Church will rise to these demands for sacrifice, 
courage and faith; and trust that as local congregations 
take up responsibilities hitherto borne for them, the 
mother Church abroad will continue its aid so that the 
enterprises which now urgently call for our thought and 
effort may not be neglected. 

For in facing our national crisis and the crisis within 
the Church, the call has come to us for definite advance 

several lines and, in spite of financial stringency, 
we dare not disregard that call. The rural areas need 
our service in a ministry of enlightenment and practical 
help as never before. The active service of every 
Christian in bringing individual souls to a saving know- 
ledge of Christ is a first necessity. This will begin in 
the winning of our family groups to a vital Christian 
life, and pass on in widening circles to our whole com- 
munity. We aim to teach stewardship with regard to 
all the gifts that God has given us and to bring all 
these into His service. We are facing the need of more 
scientific and effective methods of religious education 
for every Christian child, youth and adult. We are 
secking to develop a deeper and more intimate fellow- 
ship in spiritual things which will release in our hearts 
the power for the task of wide-spread evangelism that is 
ours today as ever. 


These are items in the programme of the Five Year 
Movement on which the Council is planning to put 
special emphasis during the next period. That Move- 
ment is being prosecuted with vigour by the constituent 
churches of the Council and we ask your earnest prayers 
for its success. 

In all this we realize that it is only by full co- 
operation between the diverse elements in the Christian 
community, whether in China or abroad, that our task 
can be accomplished. The pain ard perplexities of the 
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Rt Rev. John Curtis, Rev. Y. C. Eoyang, Dr. A. J. Fisher, 
Mies M. A. Frame, Bishop John Gowdy, Rt. Rev. R. O. 
Hall, Dr. John C. Hawk, yibert, Rev. K. T. Kao, 
Rev. C. K. Lee, Dr. T. H 5S. C. Leung, Dr. T. T. 
n, Rt. Rev. L. H. Roots, 
Mr. Archie T. L. Tsen, Mr. Wang 
rt Welch, Rev. T. C. Wu, Dr. Wu 


present crisis will not have been in vain if, in the ex- 
tremity of our need, we are driven back on God and 
realize afresh our utter dependence on and unity in Him, 
Who carries forward His purpose, not by might nor by 
power, but by His Spirit. 


Resolution in Grateful Memory of 
Dr. Henry T. Hodgkin 


This Council has heard with deep sorrow of the 
death of Dr. Henry T. Hodgkin. Throughout his life, 
first as a missionary physician for five years in Sze- 
chwan, then in the London headquarters of the Friends’ 
Foreign Missionary Society, after that through eight 
years of residence and travel in China, and finally in the 
pioneer educational undertakings of Pendle Hill, Dr. 
Hodgkin served as an able and devoted friend of China 
and of the Church in China. 


He took an active part in the movement and the 
undertakings leading to the National Christian Conference 
of 1922, which organized and set in motion this National 
Christian Council. Then he served the Council as one 
of its full-time secretaries from 1922 to 1929, and in 
that capacity made invaluable contributions to the life 
of the Church and of China. 


We remember with gratitude to God the way in 
which Dr. Hodgkin introduced and helped to extend 
widely the holding of Retreats, which have brought new 
insight and devotion and fellowship in Christ to the 
churches and missions in China. 

His interest and practical suggestions also helped 
re the way for the National Committee of Christian 
eligious Education. His editing of the English Bulletin 
of the Council was widely appreciated. His brilliant 
gifts and creative faith contributed to the solution of all 
our problems as they arose. He represented worthily 
the British contribution to the Church in China; yet he 
was a burning internationalist, working indefatigably and 
resourcefully in the cause of international understanding 
and good will. His writings have helped many in both 
England and America to understand the real situation 
in China. 

Our sorrow at his death is transformed by the vic- 
torious faith which he did so much to disseminate. 


We ask our chairman to transmit a copy of this 
resolution to Mrs. Hodgkin and her family, and to the 
Mission Board which sent him to China. 


Religious Education Institutes 


Three religious education institutes were held in 
South China during the last two months: Foochow, 
February 15-23; chow, March 1-8; Swatow, 
March 14-24. These three institutes were held as part 
of a national plan for regional leadership training under 
the auspices of the National Committee for Christian 
Religious Education. The purpose of these institutes 
was to give help to those in each region chiefly respon- 
sible for the promotion of religious education work in 
church, home and school. It was expected that these 
persons would then be able to carry on a number of 
local institutes which would get down into the local 
churches 8 their problems. 
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The national workers who attended these institutes 
are: Miss Li Kuan Fang of the Christian Literature 
Society, Miss Gertrude S. Shao of the V. W. C. A. 
National Committee, Dr. Samuel H. Leger of the Church 
of Christ in China, and Dr. Chester S. Miao of the N. C. C. 
R. E., Miss Shao shared only in the Changchow and 
Swatow institutes, while the others took part in all three 
of them. 


The local committees are to be congratulated on their 
careful preparation for the institutes, especially in Chang- 
chow and Swatow, where there was more time than in 
Foochow. All three institutes were held in school build- 
ings during the time school was in session. The school 
authorities, faculties and students were uniformly court- 
eous and helpful, and went to no small inconvenience to 
provide facilities for the institutes. 


The quality of the delegates were very good. They 
were for the most part young, and almost uniformly 
progressive and responsive. The limitation of numbers 
seems to have justified itself. Although some good 
people were doubtless kept out, the institutes were 
as large as could be handled well on a discussion basis. 
They were all between forty and fifty, including the 
visiting team. The church group and school group 
supplemented each other, and learned better how to 
work together. 


Courses and Methods 


The following courses were 
institutes: 

1. Christianizing the Home — Miss Li. 

2. Religious Work for Children (Sunday School) — 
Mrs. Lin in Foochow and Miss Shao in Changchow 
and Swatow. 

3. Training of Volunteer Workers—Dr. Miao. 

4. The Church as a School for Christian Living— 
Dr. Leger (in Foochow and Changchow). 

5. The Training of Rural Enquirers—Dr. Leger (in 
Swatow). 

The methods used in all the courses given were 
similar, being a combination of discussion, lecture and 
to some extent assigned reading. It was found helpful 
to take the first period to list the questions which the 
group wished to discuss, rather than to begin with a 
presentation from the standpoint of the leader. 

The devotional life of the institutes was a marked 
feature. The morning watch was purely individual in 
two of them, while in one a sort of family gathering 

receded the morning meal. Communion services were 

helpful in all three. Probably the best one was in 
Changchow where it was on the last day of the institute 
and was preceded by personal expressions of what the 
institute had meant to them on the part of nearly every 
delegate. This helped to weld together into a whole the 
experience of fellowship in study, work, play and 
worship which made up the institute. 

Another marked feature was human fellowship in 
the corporate life together. We all ate together (ex- 
cept for a rare meal out, and we became increasingly 
strict about this as the institutes progressed), we all 
stayed in the dormitories together, we all tried to attend 
all group meetings where different members of the 
team could help each other no matter whose turn it was 
to lead the discussion, and we sang songs together, and 


given in these 
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joined in games of various sorts. We believe that we 
made distinct advance over most previous institutes in 
this line, but we have only begun to explore the possi- 
bilities of this corporate living. 


“Re-Thinking Missions” 


Plans are on foot in America for a wide discussion 
of Re-thinking Missions”, by members of the Laymen’s 
Commission in various parts of the country during the 
summer and autumn. Some 43,000 copies of the book 
had been sold by the beginning of May, making a book 
on Christian missions a “best seller”. The Laymen’s 
Commission has not in general felt that it should under- 
take any propaganda for the Report. They are, how- 
ever, agreed that they should so far as possible meet 
the groups who wish to have the Report discussed and 
explained. Many such requests have been received from 
all parts of the country, both South and North. 


Several months ago, arrangements were made for 
a group of student leaders from the Y.M.C.A., the 
MCA. and from the Student Volunteer Movement to 
bring the Report to the attention of student groups in 
the universities and colleges of America. It was expect- 
ed in this way to reach a couple of hundred institutions 
before the close of the present college vear. More te- 
cently the Committee on Fellowship for Christian Co- 
operation, in the organization of which Dr. Henry Hodg- 
kin took a prominent part, has decided to set up about 
fifty meetings in different parts of America. Each is to 
be carefully planned for in the community in which it is 
to be held. The Committee is seeking to bring as 
speakers to each meeting at least three of the members 
of the Laymen’s Commission. 


Shipwreck delays Chinese edition 


The Chinese translation of the Report has been de- 
layed by the loss of about half of the manuscript by the 
sinking of the steamer on which Prof. P. C. Hsu, of 
Yenching University, who is editing the Chinese transla- 
tion, was travelling from Foochow to Shanghai. This 
necessitated the re-translation of about half of the book. 
It is expected that the copy will be ready for the printer 
about the end of June. The Shanghai Commercial Press, 
distributors for Harper & Brothers of the English edition, 
will be the publishers of the Chinese edition. The price 
of the latter has not yet been determined. (English paper 
edition $2.00, Chinese currency.) 

The N. C. C. still has on hand a limited number of 
the cloth bound edition. of “Rethinking Missions” 
(Price $2.00, U. S. currency or, at present rate of ex- 
change, $8.00 Chinese currency.) A few copies of “The 
Proceedings of the Meeting of the Directors and Sponsors 
of the Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry and Re- 
presentatives of Foreign Mission Boards”, held at the 
Hotel Roosevelt, 1932, are available at the N.C.C. office. 
( Price $2.00, Chinese currency.) These proceedings give 
the authoritive interpretation of the Commissioners 
themselves as to what they meant in certain important 
passages of the Report which were regarded as not clear. 
A copy of the proceedings should be in the hands of 
all serious students of the Report. Dr. Hocking’s address 
at the above meeting and his answers to questions ask- 
ed of him especially in regard to Part I of the Report 
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have been reprinted and are available at the N.C.C. 
office at 10 cents a copy, or $1.00 for fifteen. 


Fact-finding reports 

Some of the fact-finding material and the regional 
reports to be issued as a part of the Laymen’s Inquiry 
will soon be available. There will be four volumes of 
“fact-finding” material. This is the material prepared 
by the Institute of Social and Religious Research. In 
asiidition there will be three volumes of regional reports. 


‘These contain the detailed reports on each field, India, 


China, and Japan, prepared by the Commissioners them- 
selves. The material contained in these three volumes 
was omitted from “Rethinking Missions” because of lack 
of space. Of these reports Prof. Kenneth Latourette of 
Yale, the author of “A History of Protestant Missions 
in China” says in his article on the laymen’s report in the 
April issue of the International Review of Missions, 
“The work of the Fact-finders alone would more than 
justify the existence of the Inquiry”. 

The first volume, consisting of fact-finding material 
regarding India, was due to the published the latter part 
of April. The price of the seven volumes is G.$8.00 for 
the set or G.$1.50 per single volume. Whether or not a 
cheaper edition of the material on China will be printed 
will depend upon the demand. The N.C.C. is preparec 
to receive orders or they may be sent direct to Harper 
& Brothers, New York. 


The attitude of the N.C.C. Re- Thinking 
Missions was clearly stated in the Engli Bulletin No. 


45, issued in February. In view of the controversies that 
have arisen over the report in certain quarters, the 
Council's position as adopted at the Executive Committee 
meeting held November 1-3, 1932, is again stated. 


1. The Council approved steps to make the full report 
available in China in both the English and the Chinese 


2. The Council further took action recommending the 
thorough study of the report itself both because of the issues 
raised, and because of r intimate bearing on the whole 
question of the correlation of Christian ort in China, 
— 

3. At the same time, in order to make clear its position 
the follo ~y 

taking above act the Executive Committee 
wishes to make clear that its approval of these resolutions 
involves merely the recognition of the importance of the issues 
raised and is not to be regarded as an expression of opinion 
on the part of the Council of either the ral positions taken 
in the report or the specific recommendations contained in it. 
Such expression of opinion, if made, can come only after 
careful consideration of the report as a whole by the Council's 
constituency.” 
Official statements regarding Re-Thinking Missions 


The Chinese Recorder is undertaking to print the 
official statements of missionary societies regarding the 
Laymen’s Report. A number of these appear in the 
April issue. The N. C. C. has a limited supply of re- 
prints of these available at 5 cents a copy. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer’s “Re-thinking Missions Ex- 
amined” has been reprinted by Bishop F. R. Graves, 
D.D., of the American Episcopal Mission, Shanghai. 
Copies may be secured for 40 cents each. 

A sixty four page pamphlet, dealing specifically with 
the work of the American Board Missions, has been 
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published by the Society in Boston under the title “Re- 
thinking Foreign Missions with the American Board,” 
Price 15 cents (U.S. currency). Perhaps rocurable 
through secretary of the Kung Li Hwei, Teng Shih 
K’ou, Peiping. 


A similar study of the Laymen’s Foreign Missions 
Inquiry has been prepared by the American Baptist 
Foreign Missionary Society under the title “Northern 
Baptists Rethinking Missions” (pp. 128). 


A Statement by the Council on Medical Missions 
of the Chinese Medical Association dealing with the 
Chapter on Medical Work of missions is contained in 
the Chinese Recorder, April issue. 


1933 Home Week Material 


The new Home Week material is now available 
through the Christian Literature Society, 19 Museum 
Road, who have published it for us this year. It has been 
prepared early in order that the material may be studied 
by the pastors and church workers as they gather for 
summer conferences, annual meetings and traiming in- 
stitutes and that adequate preparation and plans may be 
made in local communities for the observation of Home 
Week, October 28-November 4. The theme for the 
naterial this year is the Place of the Child in the Home. 

The program is built around the following rights of 
the child: 

1. Right of every child to good physical care. 

2. Right of every child to a happy childhood. 

3. Right of every child to spiritual and moral tram- 
ing. 

Three separate handbooks written simply so they can 
be of use in the homes giving suggestions how to secure 
and preserve these rights of a child, have been prepared. 

The first book, Healthy Children, by Lincoln V. 
Zee, will include suggestions on pre-natal care, health 
habits for the child, first aid and home nursing and 
suggestions for the family or community medicine chest. 
Price 8 cts. each. 


The second book, Happy Children, by Dr. H. C. 
Chen, will give suggestions for toys that can be made 
im the family, games for the family, things that a child 
can make, songs and reading material, and bibliography 
of books on this subject for the family. Price 5 cts. each. 


The third book, Our Children for Christ, by twelve 
writers who have had religious education experience with 
children, aims to tell of Christ's life and example in 
such a way that children will want naturally to become 
His followers and helpers. Also the book contains simple 
suggestions for parents on religious training in the home. 
Price 8 cts. each. 

Picture: A Chinese family scene, mounted and ready 
to hang in the homes as well as in churches, schools and 
hospitals, drawn by Mrs. Beatrice Kitchen of Chengtu, 
Szechwan. Title of Picture, “The First Step.” Price 
10 cts. each. 

Song: A special song has been written by Mr. T. H. 
Sun and set to a simple Chinese air by Mrs. S. M. Woo. 
It too carries out the thought of the theme for the year. 


Each set of material will contain the words and music. 


Large posters of words should be prepared locally. Price 
2 cts. each. 
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Scrolls: The committee, instead of preparing scrolls 
for Home Week, is suggesting appropriate mottes and 
scrolls with the hope that each home or group will 
select their own and make them themselves, using ap- 
propriate ones for Home Week, others for Christmas and 
New Year. 


Home Motto: “Christ is the Head of this Home.” 
This has been written by Dr. C. V. Cheng and is attrac- 
tively decorated. It is suitable to place in the home 
opposite the entrance. Price 4 cts. each. 


Demonstrations: Three simple demonstrations that 
could be used with the three special topics, Healthy 
Children, Happy Children and Our Children for Christ, 
are included in the material. Price 4 cts. 


Enlisting the Fathers: A cparate leaflet has been 
prepared suggesting a plan for Father's Day during 
Home Weeks and giving suggestions and topics related 
to the home that the men may be interested in discussing 
as they think of their share in the home life. Price 3 
cts. each. 


Hand Pills: Six attractive sheets have been pre- 
pared and may be bought in quantity for distribution — 


1. A Clean Home 

2. Fresh Air and Sunshine 

3. Ten Rules for Parents 

4. Home Week Song (words only) 

s. A Prayer for Parents 

6. “Suffer Little Children to Come unto Me.” 


Price 15 cts. per hundred, 2 cts. per set. 


Week's Intensive Program, Oct. 22-Nov. 4. The 
Program Dav by Day will be included in the sect of 
material, in English and Chinese. Price 2 cts 


The price of one set is 45 cts. It will be wel’ for you 
to place your order carly. 


Linchow Travelling Libraries 
A. H. Van Fr 


The Linchow Library system is similar of 
travelling libraries in parts of rural America—except 
that books are carried at the ends of a pole. rather than 
in a vehicle. Such systems differ radically from the 
common library in that the library goes to its readers, 
rather than awaiting their coming to it. 


This feature is fundamental to the success of such 
work in present day rural China. It means that books 
are seldom lost except through the failure of the Library 
to return, as agreed, to collect the books loaned. 


A second feature not to be lost sight of is a some- 
what adequate cataloguing of the main collection. 
Through this catalogue, readers are able to note books 
they wish to borrow on the next round, and are not 
limited to the small selection carried by the colporteur. 
The fine new Kwang Hsueh Publishing House's 
Classified Index of Christian Literature will be a great 
help in this. 

Such library work is considerably weakened if one 
attempts to limit the collection to “worthwhile books.” 
no two people can agree on what this includes. Criticism 
of the Library as containing few books of interest is in 
such cases inevitable, and non-Christians will shun it as 
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a mere propaganda vehicle. It is, of course, not necessary 
to recommend any but the books one personally favors. 


Our Library attempts to stock one copy of every 
book, periodical, poster, and tract put out by Christian 
publishing societies in China. We get these through 
memberships like the CLS, and new books not covered by 
such plans are secured for us automatically by the Kwang 
Hsuch Publishing House. We buy but one copy unless 
a book proves much in demand. Books from secular 
publishers are added as funds allow, and in particular 
when asked for by any of our constituency. 


A system is essential for numbering books, handling 
charges, and such. Which system is used, however, is 
of much less moment than insistence on sticking to a 
given system except where mature consideration warrants 
change. If every foreign and Chinese worker makes 
radical changes in the set-up as soon as he comes into 
control, the result is chaos. 


In our case, we use accession numbers for charging 
books. Chargine is done on separate slips, rather than in 
a book. Title indexing is according to the excellent 
Wong Four Corner Numeral System (Commercial 
Press) so widely used by Chinese libraries today. We 
will probably enter our accession numbers in new 
Classified Index mentioned above, in lieu of immediate- 
ly classifying our books. Our carriers make a monthly 
round—about 400 li—and are only supposed to vary from 
fixed schedule to avoid travelling on Sunday, and for 
two fortnight vacations during the year. Rev. M. E. 
Terry, with offices in the CLS, is specializing in dis- 
tribution work, and could help greatly any one who 
sought to establish such work. 


We have found the project very successful in 
stimulating reading on the part of both Christian laymen 
and workers. Still better, it is reaching the educated 
non-Christians with our best apologetic. We work on 
the budget which formerly went for colporteurage,— 
and have increased our sales through offering library 
service as an alternative. Best of all, we have partially 
climinated one of the main disadvantages of country 
work, isolation from the thought currents of the whole 
church. 


Directory of Protestant Missions in China 


Inquiries regarding this directory are frequently re- 
ceived by the National Christian Council. For many 
ears a Directory was issued by the Hongkong Daily 
— In 1910 a new Directory was published as part 
of the China Mission Year Book. In 1915 separate 
publication of the Directory Section began, and con- 
tinued under the editorship of the China Continuation 
Committee and the National Christian Council until 
1931. This Directory contained the Chinese names of 
missionarics and organizations, and indicated the dates 
at which service in China began. Pressure of other 
duties determined the Council to make other arrange- 
ments, and as the North China Daily News had been 
publishing a list of missionaries in China in connection 
with its China Hong List, it was suggested that this 
section be improved and reprinted in succession to the 
former Directory. The first issue in the new form ap- 
peared in April 1932. As the by-product of a larger 


work, it was possible to issue this at a lower price than 
its predecessors. 


An edition for 1933 was published April 18, and 
may be purchased through the Kwang Hsueh Publishing 
House at 140 Peking Road, or from the publishers at 17 


The Bund, Shanghai, at $1.50 per copy, plus postage. 
The Index to Chimese Christian Literature 
Excerpt from “The China Bookman” (January, 1933) 


The work of preparing the Index to Chinese Chris- 
tian Literature which was undertaken at our request in 
1930 is now nearing completion and we hope that it may 
be out early in the new year. When it ts complete we 
will have the first up-to-date survey of the whole field 
of Christian literature that has been available for some 
years. It purports to be complete up to January 1933 
and from this time on the Bookman will be the logical 
place for publishing the names of all new publications 
that come out after that date. We would urge not on 
all members of the Association but also all who publi 
Christian literature to send to the editor of the Bookman 
the lists of all new publications. 


Annual Report of the Christian Literature Society 


The Forty-fifth Annual Report of the Christian 
Literature Society is now ready and makes very inter- 
esting reading. 4 spite of depletion of staff and the 
disturbances caused by Shanghai's unoffical war, they 
published 53 new books and issued 99 reprints within 
the year. Sales too, were maintained and increased slight- 
ly over the previous year though the trouble in Manchuria 
made it almost impossible to circulate books throughout 
that whole district. 


Ventures in Simpler Living 

The subject of standards of living for mission- 
aries was raised at the Foreign Missions Conference 
of North America in January 1932, and at the Confer- 
ence of Outgoing Missionaries at Hartford last sum- 
mer. The International Review of Missions has had 
two articles on his subject within the past three years. 
In certain fields it is a topic of frequent discussion both 
informally and in missionary magazines. 

Dr. D. J. Fleming, at one time a missionary in 
India, and for some time a Professor of Missions, has 
recently written a book “Ventures in Simpler Living’ 
procurable from the office of the International Mission- 
ary Council, 419 Fourth Avenue, New York City, for 
G.$1.00. The treatment in “Ventures in Simpler 
Living” is not propagandist for any particular position. 
The book has attempted to present the maximum of 
actual experience and constructive suggestions for the 

wing number of those who are moved to inquiry 
into this subject. 
The International Fellowship of Youth 

“As those who believe that the settlement of inter- 
national disputes by war is contrary to the mind of Christ 
and that His way of peace for the world is the way of 
friendship and conciliation: 


(a) We will make friends with members of other 
nations both in this country and abroad through links 
which we will definitely seek; . 
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(b) We will endeavour to understand the religious, 
economic and political aims and aspirations of our own 
and other nations and refrain from hasty judgments ; 


(c) We will oppose and seek to correct all false 
statements made and false impressions created about 
other countries ; 


(d) We will seek daily the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit as our inspiration for a life of friendship with all 
our fellow men.” 


The above statement recently appeared in a leaflet 
entitled “The International Fellowship of Youth.” It 
was issued by the Youth Committee of the World Alli- 
ance for International Fellowship through the Churches, 
which has recently united with the Universal Christian 
Council for Life and Work. These two organizations 
now maintain one office at 2, Rue de Montchoisy, in 
Geneva with Monsieur H. L. Henriod as Secretary. The 
new organization issues a news letter. 


Dr. Zwemers Visit 
The latest word from Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer is te 
the effect that he is planning to sail from San Francisco 
on S.S. “President Harrison” and is to arrive at Shang- 
hai on June 19. Dr. Zwemer is scheduled to speak at 
three summer conferences: 


Pei Tai Ho 10 12-16 


Mokansan uly 21-25 
Kuling uly 30-August 6. 
Members of the Moslem Committee in China are 
eager that Dr. Zwemer should visit Lanchow and are 
suggesting that the should fly both ways between Sian 
and Lanchow. Inasmuch, however, as Dr. Zwemer has 
not been very well, this longer trip (which he has greatly 
desired to make) may prove impossible. 


Bulletin Mailing List 
We are certain that this English Bulletin of the 
N.C.C. is being sent to many incorrect addresses, but we 
are not certain which addresses are incorrect. Readers 
who know of such can save the Council labor, expense 
and embarrassment by calling these to our attention. 
Each issue is sent to about 4,000 addresses, and constant 
correction is needed. If there are unappreciative re- 
cipients we shall be glad to remove their names from our 
lists upon notification. 


Affiliation with the Council 


An amendment to the Constitution, approved at the 
recent Biennial Meeting permits affiliation with the Coun- 
cil of churches with between five hundred and one thou- 
sand members, with the privilege of fraternal delegates 
in attendance at biennial meetings. Letters are being 
sent to church officials of organizations known to be 
eligible to these provisions, but in case any should have 
been overlooked who are interested they are asked to 
communicate with the General Secretary of the Council. 
An Appeal from the Methodist Churches which are 
Affected in the War Zone of North China 
C. P. WANG, Resident Bishop, Methodist Episcopal Church 

Since the war broke out along the great wall, all 
the work of the Methodist churches in that region has 
been affected. Some places were bombed, and quite a 
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few places were entirely evacuated for fear that the 
people who ran away from their homes might be caught 
in the battlefield between two armies. These people 
who ran away from their homes have lost all they had. 
They have come to our churches and school buildings 
as refugees. Some of them are Christians, members of 
our own churches, but the large majority of them are 
non-Christians. Most of these refugees are women and 
children, and all are in great need. 


There were more than thirty cities, towns or villages 
thus affected and the estimate of the total number of 
refugees is about 10,000. We can hardly feed them. In 
one place there are two hundred refugees in a small 
church compound. Grain was given by a charitable or- 
ganization which will last only two or three weeks. Our 
church has to supply the fuel, light and water. To 
build the mat sheds as their roof covers will also need 
a great deal of money. 


Therefore, on behalf of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in North China, I appeal to the Christians 
throughout the country for help. We need your prayers 
at this critical time, and also we need substantial money 
help as well. If any of our individual Christians or any 
Christian organizations are willing to send their help to 
us, please send a check, payable to Rev. W. W. Davis, 
the acting treasurer of the Methodist Episcopal Mission 
in North China, in Peiping. 

Notes and Comments 


A recent number of the Cheeloo Bulletin gives 
interesting figures about the places in which the 271 
— of that medical school are now working :— 


ecloo Hospital and Medical College Ij 
Other Mission Hospitals 82 
Peiping Union Medical College TTT 6 
Private Practice including Private Hospitals 111 
Government Service and Public Institutions 42 
Not located, 11 


A comparison between those working in large cities 
and im rural areas shows that rural China is being well 
served by the graduates of Cheeloo Medical School. 
Sixty-six per cent. are working outside the cities of Nan- 
king, Peiping, Shanghai, Soochow, Tientsin, Tsinan and 
Wuhan. Of the 97 individuals who are working in these 
large cities, 47 are in mission hospitals or in the Peiping 
Union Medical College Hospital. 


The Bureau of Information for Missionaries of 
the Conference of Missionary Societies in Great Britain 
and Ireland, has recently issued a valuable bulletin 
dealing with opportunities for special training for mis- 
sionaries. It lists under ninety-three separate headings, 
conferences, schools and special courses of study offered 
between March and September, 1933. For information 
apply to J. C. Rydd, Registrar, Selly Oak, Colleges. 
Birmingham. 


Dr. Henry T. Hodgkin’s book—‘“Christ Among 
Men”—has just been published in Chinese by the Chris- 
tian Literature Society. Appearing just at the time of 
his death, it will serve to remind many of Dr. Hodgkin's 


friends of his own great love and deep appreciation of 
the Christ to Whom he dedicated his life. 
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The Institute of Social and Religious Research has 
authorized a year’s study on “Cooperation in Mission 
Fields,” under the direction of Charles H. Fahs. This 
project grew out of the Herrnhut discussion and in its 
procedure will have the guidance of Dr. Mott, Dr. 
Warnshuis and Miss Strong, of the International 
Missionary Council; of Mr. Moss, of the Foreign 
Missions Conference; of Professors Latourette (Yale), 
Buck (Drew) and Fleming (Union), Mr. Bowen and Dr. 
Fry, of the Institute staff. 


Mr. Lionel Curtis, so well known in connection with 
the Royal Institute of International Affairs, in London, 
recently urged the British Missionary Societies to de- 
fine clearly the aim of their higher educational work in 
China. He suggested that the aim ought to be to enable 
the Chinese to translate the Sermon on the Mount into 
a policy for their country. Mr. Curtis pointed out that 
at present the physical sciences were over-emphasized 
and human science neglected. He believed that a re- 
alization of the place of the rule of law in national life 
should be an outcome of Christian teaching, and that 
such teaching in China should have in view the environ- 
ment in which the new order of society there will be 
evolved. Mr. Curtis thought that the future of China 
would be affected very largely by the missionary enter- 
prise. 


A Notable Christian Center 


We reproduce here a map prepared for visitors to 
the Missions Building, which calls attention to the re- 
markable concentration of Christian headquarters in the 
two blocks just west of the British Consulate. A direc- 
tory of the religious organizations housed in these build- 
ings is given herewith and a hearty invitation to our 


readers to visit them all when in Shanghai. 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road 


No, 8e—Chinese Y.W.C.A. 
International Y.W.C.A. 
1. No. 19—National Committee Y.W.C.A. 
2. No. 23—Missions Building-National Christian Council 


Also American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
American Bible Society, China Agency 

Associated Mission Treasurers 

Baptist Missionary Society 

Bible Seminary for Women-Correspondence Dept. 
China Christian Educational Association 

China Christian Endeavor Union 

China Christian Advocate 

China Evangelistic Committee, Milton Stewart Fund 
Chinese Home Missionary Society 

Chinese Recorder 

Church of Christ in China, General Assembly 
Church Missionary Society Treasurer 

Council on Health Education 

East China Christian Education Association 
International Bible Reading Association 

London Missionary Society 

Methodist Episcopal Church 

National Bible Society of Scotland 

National Council for Christian Religious Education 
Presbyterian China Council 

Religious Tract Society 

Southern Presbyterian Mission 

Women’s Christian Temperance Union 

Women’s Foreign Missionary Society (ME) 
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Soochow Road 
4. No. 3—Union Church Hall 
5. No. 2—Union Church 
Museum Road 


6. No. 19—Christian Literature Society 
7. No. 20—National Committee Y.M.C.A. 
Chinese Mission to Lepers 
National Child Welfare Association 
12. No. 12—Beth Aharon Synagogue 
13. No. 5—Royal Asiatic Society 
Hongkong Road 
8 No. 3—British & Foreign Bible Society 
Braille Literature Association for China 
(No. 4—National Anti-Opium Association) 
Szechuen Road 


9, 0. No. 201—Chinese V. M. C. A. (2 bidgs.) 
11. No. 21 K- Navy F. M. C. A. 
Peking Road 
14. No. 140—Kwang Hsueh Publishing House 
No. 142—Industrial Missions Centre 
Nanking Road 
15. No. 21—International Y.W.C.A. (Removed to 8e Yuen 


Ming Yuen Road, corner Peking Road, after block was 
made.) 


| 


2.MISSIONS 
BVUILOING 
3. TRUE LIGHT 
BUILDING 
4. UNION CH. HALL 
5. UNION CHURCH 
6. CHRISTIAN LIT. SOC. 
7. MATIONAL Y¥.M.C.A. 
ay: 6. GAIT. & F. BIBLE SOC. 
©. CHINESE V.MC.A. 
©. BOYS BVILOING 
P 11. NAVY Y¥.M.C.A, 
IZ. SYNAGOGUE 
J 13. ROVAL ASIATIC SOC. 
4. HSUEH 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
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